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S/mke/ptare. 


Sbakefp. 
Milton . 

Waller. 

Milton. 4 


S W E 

5. Pleafing to the eye. 

Heav’n blefs thee! 

Thou halt the fweet jl face I ever look’d on 

6. Not fait. 

> The white of an egg, or blood mingled with fait water, ga¬ 
thers the faltnefs and maketh the water fueeter ; this may be 
by adhefion. Baton's Natural Hjlory. 

The fails drop with rain. 

Sweet waters mingle with the briny main. Dryden. 

*)i Not four. 

Time changeth fruits from more four to more fweet ; but 
contrariwife liquors, even thofe that are of the juice of fruit, 
from more /a«/ to more (our Bacon's Natural Hjlory. 

Trees whofe fruit is acid lafl longer than thofe whole fruit 
is fweet. Bacon. 

When metals are dilTolved in acid menftruums, and the 
acids in conjunction with the metal act after a different man¬ 
ner, fo that the compound has a different tafte, much milder 
than before, and fometimes a /overt one; is it not becaufe the 
acids adhere to the metallick particles, and thereby lofc much 
of their activity. Newton's Opticks. 

S. Mild; foft; gentle. 

Let me report to him 

Your fweet dependency, and you (hall find 
A conqu’ror that will pray in aid for kindnefs. 

The Peleiadcs fhedding fweet influence. 

Mercy has, could mercy’s felf be feen. 

No jweeter look than this propitious queen. 

9. Grateful; pleafing. 

Sweet interchange of hill and valley. 

Euryalus, 

Than whom the Trojan holt 

No fairer face or /water air could boaft. Dryden's /Eneid. 

10. Not Itale ; not {linking : as, that meat is fweet. 

Sweet, n.f. 

1. Swectnels; fomething pleafing. 

Pluck out 

The multitudinous tongue, let them not lick 

The jweet which is their poifon. Sbakefpeare' > Ctriolanus. 

What fofter founds are thefe falutc the ear, 1 

From the large circle of the hemifphere, > 

As if the center of all jweets met here! Ben.Jclmfon. 3 

Hail! wedded Jove, 

Perpetual fountain of domeftick fweets! Milton. 

Taught to live 

The eafieft way; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life. Milton's Paradife Lojl. 

Now fince the Latian and the Trojan brood 
Have tailed vengeance, and the Jweets of blood, 

Speak. Dryden s /Eneid. 

Can Ceyx then fuflain to leave his wife, 

And unconcern’d forfake the facets of life ? Dryden. 

We have fo great an abhorrence of pain, that a little of it 
extinguilhes all our plcafures; a little bitter mingled in our 
cup leaves no relilh of the fweet. Locke. 

Love had ordain’d that it was Abra’s turn 
To mix the jweets, ana miniflcr the urn. 

A word of endearment. 

Sweet! leave me here a while 
My fpirits grow dull, and fain 1 would beguile 
The tediou- day with fleep. 

Wherefore frowns my fweet? 

Have I too long been abfent from thefe lips? 

3. A perfume. 

As in perfumes, 

’Tis hard to fay what feent is uppermofl ; 

Nor this part mufick or civet can wc call. 

Or amber, but a rich refult of all: 

So fhc was all a fweet. 

Flowers 

Innumerable, by the foft fouth-weft 
Open’d, and gather’d by religious hands, 

Rebound their fweets from th’ odoriferous pavement. Prior. 
Swee’tbread. n.f. The pancreas of the calf. 

Never tic yourfelf always to cat meats of cafy digeflure, as 
veal, pullets, or jweetbreads. Harvey on Confumption. 

Sweetbreed and collops were with fkewers prick’d 
About the fides ; imbibing what they deck’d. Dryden. 
When you roaft a bteaft of veal, remember your fweet- 
hcart the butler loves a fuettbrtad. Swift. 

Swee'tbriar. n.f. [fweet and briar.) A fragrant (hrub. 

For March come violets and peach-tree in bloflom, the cor¬ 
nelian-tree in bloflom, aod fweetbriar. Bacon. 

SwEE'tbroom. n.f. An herb. Jinfvortb. 

SwEETCiCELY. n.f. [Myrrbus ] A plant. 

The characters are; it is an umbelliferous plant, with a 
rofe-fhaped flower, confiding of fcveral unequal petals or 
flower-leaves that are placed circularly, and reft upon the em- 
palcment, which turns to a fruit, compolcdof two feeds re- 
lembling a bird’s bill, channelled and gibbous on onefid#, but 
plain on the other. 
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ToSwee'tes. v. a. [from fweet.) 

1. To make fweet. 

The world the garden is, fhe is the flow'r 
That fueeter,s all the place; flic rs the guett 
Of rareft price. 


Prior. 

Sbakefpeare. 
Ben. Job if on. 


Dryden. 


Sid1 


Here is the fmell of the blood ftill: all the perfumes of Ari 
bia will not fweeten this little hand. Shake;be ~ 

Give me an ounce of civet to fweeten my imagmatiti! 

S ha left care's Km? Leu, 
With faireft flow’rs Fidcle, 

I’ll fweeten thy fad grave. Shake,feme's Cjtnieliii 

Be humbly minded, know your pofl ; 

Swceteen your tea, and watch your toafl. g u -.- 


2, To make mild or kind. 
All kindneffes defeend 


upon fueh a temper, as rivers of 
freih waters falling into the main fca; the fca fwallows them 
all, but is not changed or fweetened by them. South's Sermon■<. 
To make lefs painful. 

She the fweetnefs of my heart, even fueetens the death 
which her fweetnefs brought upon me. Sldnr 

Thou (halt fecure her hclplefs fex from harms, 

And (he thy cares will fweeten with her charms. Drift 
Interell of Hate and change of circumftances may have 
fweetened thefe reflections to the politer fort, but impreffions 
are not fo ealily worn out of the minds of the vulgar. Addifin . 
Thy mercy Jwect'ned ev’ry foil, 

Made ev’ry region pleafe; 

The hoary Alpin hills it warm’d. 

And fmooth’d the Tyrrhene feas. A,ildifon's Spefletor. 

To palliate; to reconcile. 

Thefe leflons may be gilt and fweetened as we order pills 
and potions, fo as to take off the difguft of the remedy. L'Ejlr. 

5, To make grateful or pleafing. 

I would have my love 
Angry fometimes, to fweeten off the reft 
Of her behaviour. Ben. Johnfon's Catiline, 

6. To foften; to make delicate. 

C’orregio has made his memory immortal, by the drench 
he has given to his figures, and by fweetening his lights ami 
fhadows, and melting them into each other fo happily, that 
they are even imperceptible. Dryden's Dufifny. 

To Swee'trn. v. n. To grow fwcet. 

Where a wafp hath bitten in a grape, or any fruit, it will 
fweeten haftily. Bacon's Natural Hifhry. 

Swee'tener. n.f [from fweeten.) 

1. One that palliates; one that reprefents things tenderly. 

But you who, till your fortune’s made, 

Muft be a fweet' ner by your trade, 

Muft fwcar he never meant us ill. Swdt. 

Thofe foftners, fweetners, and compounders, (hake their 
heads fo ftrongly, that we can hear their pockets jingle. Swift. 

2. That which contemporates acrimony. 

Powder of crabs eyes and claws, and burnt egg-fliclls are 
preferibed as fweetners of any (barp humours. Temple. 

Sweetheart, n.f. [fwcet and heart.) A lover or miilrefi. 
Miftrefs retire yourfelf 
Into fome covert; take your fwetihearts 
And pluck o’er your brows. Sbakefpeare - 

Sweetheart, you are now in an excellent good temporality, 
and your colour, I warrant you, is as ted as any rofe. Sliak. 
One thing, Sweetl.eart, I will a(k. 

Take me for a ncw-falhion’d mafic. Cleavelm. 

A wench was wringing her hands and crying; (heted new¬ 
ly parted with her Jwctlbeart. E kr' a *f l ‘ 

Pry’thce, fweetbeart, how go matters in the houfe where 
thou haft been? LE ¥ n l 1 ' 

She interprets all your dreams for thefe, 

Foretells th’ eftate, when the rich uncle dies, 

And fees a fweetbeart in the facrifice. Dryden s Jnatnu . 
Swee'ting. n.f. [from fweet.) 

1. A fweet lufeious apple. . r j 

A child will chufe a faceting becaufe it is prcfentJy ta* 
pleafant, and refufe a runnet, becaufe it is then oreen, 
and four. A/cham s 

2. A word of endearment. 

Trip no further, pretty fweeting ; 

Journeys end in lovers meeting. 

Swee'tjsh. adj. [from fweet.) Somewhat fwcet. ^ 

They efteemed that blood pituitous naturally*^ Finer, 
cd with an exceeding quantity of fweet ijh chyle. ^ 

SwBE'TLY. a da. [from Jiueet. J In a fweet manner, 

The bed wine for my beloved goeth down fwietly. 

He bore his great eommiflion in hisJook; . 

But fweetly temper’d awe, and foften’d all he fpo 
No poet ever fweetly fung, 

Unlcfs he were like Phoebus young; 

Nor ever nymph infpir’d to rhyme, 

Unlefi. like Venus in her prime. _ .. . m3 de of 

Swee'tmeat. n.f [facet and meat.) Doit 
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To grow upon the view. . . 

O for a mufe of fire, that would afeend 
The brightcll heaven of invention ! 

A kingdom for a ftage, princes to aft. 

And monarchs to behold the /welling feene. Sbakefpeare. 

It implies commonly a notion of fomething wrong. 

Your youth admires 

The throws and fuellings of a Roman foul, 

Cato’s bold flights, th* extravagance of virtue. Addjon. 


SM* »" of" s ° ° f “ ” ISj 

< 147 '. the charge, of tile nuptial feafl, 

deferts; and fweet meats to digeft. Dryden- 

XeTe was plenty, but the difhes were ill forted 5 Whole 
pyramids oifweetmeaU for boys and women, but httlejolul 

D ‘ Cal AUke vour tranfparent fueetmeats truly nice, 

With Indian fugar and Arabian fpicc . K.ng's Cookery 
If a child cries for any unwholfome fruit, you purchafe 
quit by giving him a lefs hurtful fwce meat; this may pmferve 

Eis health, buc (noils his mind. • 

At a lord mayor’s feaft, the fwret meats do not make their 

appearance till people are cloyed wait beet and mutton 

They are allowed to kifs the child at meeting and parting ^ 
but a profeflbr, who always (lands by, will not puffer them » is ^ w cb b with his accufer, wl 

bring any prefents of toys or fweet,mats. GnU^TnmU 1 m « the charnc. 

WfP TNES:. n.f [from fweet.) The quality of being fweet 
in any of itsfenfes; fragrance; melody 5 lufcioufnefs ; delict- 
cufnefs; agrteablenefs ; delightfulnefi; gentlenefe of man¬ 
ners ; mildnefs of alpecl. . , , . 

She the fweetnefs of my heart, even fweetnmg the death 

which her fweetnefs brought upon me. Sidney. 

The ri«ht form, the true figure, the natural colour that is 
fit and due to the dignity of a man, to the beauty of a wo¬ 
man, to the fweetnefs of a young babe. Ajcbam. 

O our lives fweetnefs ! 

Thai we the pain of death woulJ hourly bear. 

Rather than die at once. Sbakefpcare's King Lear. 

Where a rainbow toucheth, there breatheth forth a fweet 
fmell: for this happeneth but in certain matters, which have 
1 themfelves fome fweetnefs, which the gentle dew of the rain- 


Addifon s Cato. 


Immoderate valourfwe.'/s into a fault. 

To Swell, v. a. .. 

To caufe to rife or encreafe; to make tumid. 

Wind, blow the earth into the fea, 

Or f well the curled waters ’hove the main. 

You who fupply the ground with feeds of grain, 

And you who /well thofe feeds with kindly rain. Dryden. 

hen fuch peccadillos are put 
Attcrbu-y. 


Sbakefpeare. 


in l 


Bacon. 


bow draweth forth. | 

Serene and clear harmonious Horace flows. 

With fweetnefs not to be expreft in profe. _ Rofcommon. 
Suppofe two authors equally Iweet, there is a great diftin- 
£tion to be made in fweetnefs ; as in that of fugar and that of 

honey. fJ Dr y den ' 

This old man’s talk, though honey flow d 
In every word, would now lofe all itsfweetnefs. Addifon. 

Leave fuch to tune their own dull rhymes, and know 
What's roundly fmooth, or languifhingly flow; 

And praife the eafy vigor of a line, 

Wheic Denham’s ftrength and Wallcr’s fweetnefs )o\n. Pope. 

A man of good education, excellent underftanding, and 
exa£l taile; thefe qualities are adorned with great modefty 
. and a moll amiable fwtetnef. of temper. Swift. 

Swee't.v.i; liam ) n.f. Plants. 7 hey arc a fpccics of gilli- 
Swre'twillow $ flowers. [See Clove Gilliflowers.] 
Swee'twillow. n. i Gale or Dutch myrtle. 

The leaves arc placed alternately on the branches : it hath 
male flowers which are produced at the wings of the leaves ; 
are naked, and grow in a longifli fpike: the fruit, which is 
produced in feparate trees, is of a conical figure, and fq 112- 
mo fc, containing one feed in each ftalc. Miller. 

To Swell, v n. Participle pad', fa/oilen. [ypellan. Sax. Jwellen, 
Dutch ] 

j. To grow bigger; to grow turgid; to extend the parts. 
Propitious Tyher fmooth’d his wat’ry way, 

He roil’d Ills river back, and pois’d he flood, 

A gcntl 0/welling and a peaceful flood. Dryden s /Eneid. 
To tumify by ohftruction. 

But ftrangely vifited people, 

All fwoi'n and ulc’rous; pitiful to the eye, 

The meer dcfpair of furgery he cures. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 
Forty years didft thou fullain them in the wildernefs, fo 
that their cloaths waxed not old, and their fee: jwelled not. 

Nehcm. ix. 21. 

Stvoi'n is his bread ; his inward pains encreafe. 

All means are us’d, and all without fuccefs. Dryden. 

3. To be exafperated. 

My pity hath been balm to heal their wounds. 

My mildnefs hath allay’d their /welling griefs. Sbakefpeare. 

4. To look big. 

Here he comes, fweding like a turkey-cock. Sbakefpeare. 
Pcieus and Tclephus exil'd and poor, 

Forget their fweiimg and gigantick words. Rofommtn. 

5. To proliferate. 

This iniquity (hall be as a breach ready to fall, fwelling out 
a high wall. Jja. xxx. 13. 

0 . To rife into arrogance; to be elated. 

. In all things elfe above our humble fate, 

^ Your equal mind yet fwclls not into (late. Dryden. 

7* To be inflated with anger. 

• I will help every one (rom him that fwcUctb againft him, and 
. will let him at reft. Pfaims xii. 6. 

\V r c have made peace of enmity 
Between thefe /welling wrong incenfed peers. Sbakefpeare. 

I lie hearts of princes kifs obedience. 

So much they love it; but to ftubborn fpirits 
1 hey/well and grow as terrible as ftorms. 
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to Jwell the charge, 

3. To raife to arrogance. 

All thefe miseries proceed from the fame natural csules, 
which have ufuatly attended kingdoms Jwoi n with long plenty, 
pride, and cxccfs. Clarendon. 

Swell, n.f. [from the verb.] Extenfion of bulk. 

The fwan’s down-feather 
That (lands upon the f well at full of tide, 

And neither way inclines. Sbakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

The king of men, fwoln with pride. 

Refus’d his prefents, and his prayers deny’d. Dryden. 

Swelling, n.f. [ftomfwellr) 

1. Morbid tumour. 

2. Protuberance; prominence. 

The fuperficies of fuch plates are not even, but have many 
cavities and fwellings, which how (hallow foever do a little vary 
the thickncfs of the plate. Newton's Upticks. 

3. Effort for a vent. 

My heart was torn in pieces to fee the hufband fupprefling 
and keeping down the fwellings of his grief. Tatler. 

To Swelt. v. n. To puff in fwcat, if that be the meaning. 
Chearful blood in faintnefs chill did melt. 

Which like a fever fit through all his body fwelt. Fa. dUhicen. 
To SWE'LTER. v. n. [This is fuppofed to be corrupted from 
Ju’try.) 

1. To be pained with heat. 

If the fun’s excelfive heat 
Makes our bodies /welter. 

To an ofier hedge wc get 
For a friendly (belter; 

There we may 
Think and pray. 

Before death 

Stops our breath. IFalton's Angler. 

To Swe'lter. v. a. To parch, or dry up with heat. 

Some would always have long nights and thortdays; others 
again long days and (hurt nights; one climatt would be (torch¬ 
ed and /weltered with cverlulting dog-days, while an eternal 
December blafted another. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Sweltry. adj. [from fweiter.) Suffocating with heat. 

Swept. The participle and preterite of fucep. 

To Swerd. v.n. To breed a green turf. [See to Swa d.] 
The clays that are long in jwerding , and little fubject to 
weeds, are the bed land for clover. Mortimer. 

To Swerve, v.n. [jwerven, Saxon and Dutch.] 

1. To wander; to rove. 

A maid thitherward did run, 

To catch her fparrow which from her did fwerve. 

The fweroing vines on the tall elms prevail. 

Unhurt by fouthern (how’rs or northern hail 
To deviate; to depart from rule, cuftom or duty. 

That which angels do dearly behold, and without any 
fwerving obferve, is a lawceleftial and heavenly. .‘looker. 

Howfoevcr thefe fwervings are now and then incident into 
the courfe of nature, neverthelefs fo conftantly the laws of 
nature are by natural agents obferved, that no man denieth ; 
but thofe things which nature worketh are wrought either al¬ 
ways, or for the mod part after one and the fame manner. 

Hooker. 

The ungodly have laid a fnare for me ; but yet I fwtrve 
not from thy commandments. Common Prayer. 

W r cre I crown’d the mod imperial monarch. 

Thereof mod worthy, were I the faircll youth 
That ever made the eye fwerve, 

I would not prize them without her love. Sbakefpeare. 
There is a prote&ion very juft which princes owe to their 
fervants, when, in obedience to their juft commands, upon 
extraordinary occafions, in the execution of their trulls, they 
fwerve from the drift letter of the law. Clarendon. 

Till then his majefty had not in the leaft fwerved from that 
aft of parliament. Carendon. 

Annihilation in the courfe of nature, defeft and fwerving 
in the creature without the fin of man would immediately 

Hakewill on Providence. 
*5 ^ Firm 


Sidney. 

Dryden: 
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S'nakrfpeare. follow. 
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